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1. Spring combat training at dwoelfaxing Alrfield began about
the middle of February and continued through March and
April. For the first 2-2% months, training was by single
ailrcraft, each pllet and crew training 1in their own air-
craft. This individual tralning conslisted primarily of
gunnery and tombing practices . Bach erew senerally flew
twice wesiciv | “rs Lraining was by flights of three,
fach [ilght consisving of a flight leader and two wing
men. At first, bombing was still by individual airzraft, -
but after z wesek or so, dropping was by flight, with the
flight shturman miving a radio signal for "bombs away".
Bombing was done with a simple telescoplic sight, generally
from 1000-1500 m.

o

Bombing ranges were located at Szekesfehervar (4712N-1825E)
and Magyaccvar {4752N-1716E), Hungary. I saw a photograph
of one of .he Hungarian bombing ranges on the occasion of
my sduadron's taking first place in bombinf aceuracy in
D5X1 1950, The target was a cleared area 1in the shape

B N irregular circle with a rectangle in the center.
Practice missions generally took place on Wednesday and
Friday. Missions were planned the evening before at a
briefing attended by the Regiment Commanding Officer, Squadron
Commanding Officer's shturmans, and pillots. The briefing
was general, covering misslon, times, bomb or ammunition
loads, targets, method of firing or bombing, signals,
methods of obtaining clearances at ranges. Later, a .
detailed briefing took place on the Squadron level. In
spring, missions uzually began at 1000-1100.
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For bombing missions, aircraft generaliy curried two to
three 100 kg bombs. Evasive actlon was taken until the -
alreralt reached the IP (Ini.ial Point). From this

point no further variations n course or altitude were
permitted. The shturman verhally directed the pllet to
the target and then dropped the Lombs. Bombing accuracy
was Jjudged by pnotcgranhs tvaken By the shturman whe
dropped the bombs, 7 .2ue photographs were taken by a
remotely controlled camera installed either at the rear

of the nazelles or on the belly of the aircraft aft of the
wing, under tre - .dio operatorts position. The belly
position was mencrally used. The camera was called

AFPA-1 (aviztsicnny?t fotoapparat); I know nothing about 1ts
construction or operation.

lon 20-22 Apr 51 ror

regimental mansuvers, Bombing was then done by squadron,
with the squadaron shturman functioning in the same as the
flight shturman had earlier.

Guunery iLraining consisted of firing at tow-targets towed

by any PE-2 aircraft assigned to the job. The target

sleeve was 250 m behind the vowing alrcraft. Gunnery
practice tock place over Lake Balaton (4650N-1740E),

Hungary, and Lake Neusiedler (4750N-1647E), Austria.
Practice firing was a part of virtually every mission,
including bombing missions. Rach ailrcraft fired 50-60 rounds
on each misalon.

Practice parachute Jumps were required once or twice a year
of all flylng mersonnel. These Jumps took place over
Zwoelfaxing in the summer.,

There was physilcal training for 20 minutes every morning
except on days when large-scale flying was scheduled. It
took place immediately after reveille (0700-0710). Athletie
Teams, including fooitball, baskeltball,. tennis and velley -
ball, were rsleascd from bthelr dutlies for truining.
particularly on the two days preceding a match with another
organlizasion.

There were ground school courses during bad weather, generally
in the winter. The regimental Commanding Officer and
Squadron Commanding Officers instructed pllots in all aspects
of flying; squadron shturmans instructed other shturmans;

and englneers taught mechanics. Pillots were trained in a
home-made flight trainer constructed by the mechanics of

the airfield; they practlced maneuvers as well as navigation.
Theoretical alr tactics were taaght by means of black-

boards and mcdel ailreraft. Shturmans studied various
navigation problems, as well as theories of gunnery, and had
bombsrdier training which consisted of classroom problems

in the theory of bombing and practice bombing in a "bomb
trainer" which resembled the cockpit of a PE-2 alreraft, This
trainer was called ESBR-6 (elektro sbrasyvatel:-6) and
consisted only of an Intercalometer and a racl-selector

dial. There was no training in sighting. Th.i-: "bomb
trainer" also containcd a mechanical salve lever which
shturmans practice pulling., There was no other facility

for bombardier training at Zwoelfaxing firtield.
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Mechanics recelved very l1little classroom instruction. About
five or 8ix times a year they were given hilghly theoretical
lectures on combustion engirés and aerodynamics. Most

of thelr training was 1in the form of OJT (on-the-job-
training) under the guldance of engineering officers on the
line or in hangars. This training consisted of practical
demonstrations in repair and maintenance.

All personnel received political training for four hours
per week., Of'ficers were lectured on "Questions of
Marxism and Leninlsm" and enlisted men were taught the
"History of All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks",
These classes were conducted by pilots and shturmens who
had completed the Course for Politilcal Officers in the
Officers® School at Debrecen (4732N-2137E), Hungary.

-end-

SECRET

SECRET/

Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-0080W3?’6,?2.010102-3

25

25X

25




